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Educator of the Year
Janae Ronning
Minot Adult Learning Cente

Janae Ronning is beginning her 10th year as an English 
Language Learner instructor at the Minot Adult Learning 
Center (MALC). From day one at the MALC, Janae has been 
dedicated and enthusiastic in everything she does. 

Janae is dedicated to her students, the center and adult 
education as a whole and is always supportive and 
knowledgeable. She was an important contributor to the 
drastic shift in how MALC instructs its classes and has 
continued to build the program. 

In the classroom, Janae goes above and beyond for her 
students. She implements hands-on lessons and activities 
that are engaging and inspiring. Her skills and dedication 
to students goes beyond the classroom. She has helped 
organize student transportation to and from school, helped 
students with important paperwork and is always willing 
to answer questions to increase a student’s particular 
knowledge. These skills and her passion for adult learning 
have helped her to create a very successful ELL program. 

Outside of the Adult Learning Center, Janae is a yoga 
instructor and teaches Zumba classes. She also continues 
to grow and upgrade her skills in adult learning through 
attending the NDALL, MPAEA and COABE conferences. This 
education helps her implement new ideas and strategies 
into her EL lessons. Janae is also an advocate of sharing her 
knowledge and improving adult education across North 
Dakota. She has presented at the NDALL conference and 
participates in MALC professional development.



Outstanding Leadership
Service
Rose Kreitinger
North Dakota Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation – Retired

Rose Kreitinger worked for the North Dakota Department 
of Corrections and Rehabilitation for 32 years before 
retiring as the assistant principal of the Missouri 
River Correctional Center in 2020. What she thought 
would simply be a stepping-stone in her career path in 
education instead became her passion. As well as being 
a correctional officer, Rose worked as a property officer, 
classroom instructor, GED and accommodations tester, 
and finally as the assistant principal at the Missouri River 
Correctional Center. 

Rose was dedicated to improving the lives of the residents 
and staff members around her. Her knowledge of 
correctional practices and policies made her an extremely 
valuable resource in the education department. Rose 
stood out as a leader with a genuinely positive outlook 
on every situation. She has a way of holding difficult 
conversations in a respectful and empathetic way, and she 
listened and recognized the importance of being there to 
support her staff and students.

Rose’s sense of humor and wittiness creates an energetic 
atmosphere, which led to creativity, positivity and a fun 
work environment. It was this positive outlook on life that 
makes her such a well-liked co-worker and caring friend to 
many.



Student of the Year –
Alternative Education
Alianna (Ali) Gerszewski
Grand Forks Community High School

Ali Gerszewski is a student that is not afraid to express 
herself and stand up for what she believes. Her 
determination to graduate slowly grew after beginning at 
Grand Forks Community High School, and it continues to 
help her persevere and rise above the obstacles in her life. 

Ali has made sacrifices to graduate while flourishing at two 
jobs, forgoing income during school hours to make time for 
studying and having a difficult living situation. Following 
her graduation this year, she will continue to work until 
the fall when she plans to attend nursing school. Nothing 
will stop her from achieving her goals. 

Ali was not a victim of the events in her life, but a victor. 
She beat the odds and continues to be a strong, smiling 
light that makes a difference to the people around her. 



Student of the Year –
Adult Education
Jessica Cruse
Region III Adult Learning Center, Devils Lake

Jessica Cruse began attending the Devils Lake Region III 
Adult Learning Center in 2019, determined to earn her 
GED. The four employees recognized her as a breath of 
fresh air and immediately began rooting for her. 

Jessica is known for her determination and willingness 
to push through the obstacles she faced. Living 25 miles 
outside of Devils Lake, working full-time as a hotel desk 
clerk during the graveyard shift and helping her family 
with their farm could have been an excuse to accept 
defeat, but she continued in her education and pushed 
through. 

Motivated by her dad’s recent passing, Jessica graduated 
with her GED on January 30. She inspired everyone 
through her journey and continues to be a light to those 
around her.

Highest Average GED
Score Award
Fargo Adult Learning Center 
Overall score of 708 and an average score of 177.


